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Recently the colour characters of the downy ducklings of the Anatidae have been successfully used by Delacour and Mayr (1945) in their classification of the family. In this classification Malucot'ltynch,us membranaceus (Latham) was left as an Aberrant River Duck and it was felt the description of the downy duckling would help to indicate the bird's relationships. The downy duckling of M. membranace.us has not been described. In 1952 three downy ducklings one or two days old were taken on Toganmain Station, near Carrathool. N.S.W., and are described here. At the time breeding of the species was very widespread in the area.
The downy duckling of the White-eyed Duck, AEthya cLztstt'alis Gould, also, does not seem to have been described. In June 1955 a duckling about two weeks old was collected near Warren, N.S.W., by B. Brown and is described here.
Pink-eared Duck (Malacorhyttcltus membrunaceus)
The colour pattern of the duckling of M&locorltynchu.s ntembro,naceers is shown in figure 1.
General colour above light brown with no markings on back. The brown of the back merges into grey on the sides of the throat. Underside of body and throat light grey, almost white, with some mottling of very light brorn'n on flanks and darker towards the breast. Sides of the body are light brown with the exception of a small light grey patch to rear of leg and a grey patch hidden by wing, both due to lack of colour in the tips of the down.
The r,l'ing is light brown above with grey-tipped down on the extremity giving a grey tip. The down along the rear of the ulna is also grey tipped, giving a grey band across the wing. Underneath, the down along the humerus, ulna and digits is light grey, and the trailing edge of the down also; there is a brown band separating the two white strips.
The sides and ton of the head are brown-darker than the body. The supeicilium is light grey. It extends around the sides of the head and the stripes tend to join across the hind neck. There is a small crescent-shaped white patch below the eye. The grey of the throat extends up the side of the dark side of the head and reaches the base of the bill.
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